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poorer time to walk out on me. The divorce laws in California, as
you probably know, put men behind the eight ball. If Lucy forces
this divorce and we have to divide our property, my creditors wifl
jump on my back and clean me. Then I'll have no business to liqui-
date. It will melt away. Sure as shooting, there will be practically
nothing left to divide. My reputation as an honest builder will van-
ish. So will my connections, my friendships, my credit standing, Ffl
be a commercial has-been. And where will that leave Lucy? She
can't support herself, a five-year-old son, and a sixty-seven-year-old
aunt.
Lucy and Dan Randolph were as intertwined as the roots of a
tree. In her justified outrage and hurt, Lucy was ignoring the practi-
cal aspects of her situation. She, her child, and her elderly aunt
were financially dependent on Dan. In turn Dan was dependent on
her for virtually all his emotional satisfactions. Without Lucy, he had
small incentive to work. Without Dan, she was financially marooned
The Randolphs were a difficult couple to advise. Obviously, their
situation could not be resolved by lectures on sobriety. For years
Lucy had lectured and scolded in vain. But if she and Dan could be
assisted to some understanding of themselves and each other, it
seemed to us they might be able to remedy mistakes of the present
that were rooted in the past
Lucy was malleable and gentle, the youngest in a large family.
Two of her earliest memories of her childhood were interesting. She
remembered herself being putted in a small wagon by an older
brother, recalled herself being pushed downhill on a sled. When she
married, Lucy slavishly followed her husband's lead. She permitted
Dan to move her in and out of houses without warning, to make all
domestic decisions, to swallow up her life. Lucy felt stifled, but un-
til the birth of her child she made few protests.
Apparently Dan's character had been warped by the haunting
fears of his imaginative boyhood and the hard facts of the national
depression. Financial success dominated his thinking, since he felt

